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Promoting British Values at Merridale Primary 
 
 

In 2011, the government defined British Values as democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, 
mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.  At Merridale Primary we promote 
these values through our own school values, curriculum and enrichment activities. 
 

 

Questions Evidence Possible Impact Action Points 
for 

Development 
 
How do we 
promote the 
value of 
democracy in 
lessons and wider 
school life? 

 

• School Council Elections 

• What do pupils vote for in order to 
make decisions?  E.g. school council 
representatives 

• How is pupil voice used to impact 
decisions? School dinners, links with 
other schools, support of the food 
bank 

• Teaching/ Assembly Topics : Olympics, 
elections, national events 

- Beginnings of Democracy in Ancient 
Greece (Yr5) 

- Upper KS2 :- Understanding how 
citizens influence decision making 
through democratic process (linked to 
local/general elections Youth 
parliament)  

• Debate (Link to NC speaking and 
listening) used as a teaching tool 
across year groups (e.g. role play, 
debates parliament) 
 

 
Useful websites: 
http://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-
resources-lesson-plans/ 
Espresso News Bites 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround 

 
Children are able to 
work co-
operatively in pairs 
and groups as well 
as in whole class 
situations. 
 

They understand 
turn taking and 
respecting the 
views of others. 
 
Children practise 
democracy through 
school council 
elections and 
through 
opportunities to 
debate in class. 
 

 

 
How do we 
promote the 
value of the rule 
of law in lessons 
and wider school 
life? 
 

 

• School behaviour policy with clear 
sanctions and rewards and 
commitment to keep them 

 

• Visits to schools from public services 
(e.g. police/fire service/cycle wardens/ 
Local magistrates) 

• E Safety/Cyber bullying/ school 
mentors 

• Children learn in history how our 
country’s rules were developed and 
how they reflect the beliefs and values 
of the period e.g. year 6 explore the 
law changes to improve the rights of 
children,  

 

 
Children can 
articulate how and 
why we need to 
behave in school 
and demonstrate 
they understand 
and can abide by 
rules. 
 
The behaviour of 
the children is 
extremely 
good/improving; 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/
http://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround


 

 

Useful websites: 
Espresso News Bites 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround 

Incidences of 
serious 
misbehaviour are 
very low/ falling. 
 

 
How do we 
promote the 
value of 
individual liberty  
in lessons and 
wider school life? 

 

•  PSHE children are taught about 
personal responsibility, choices, 
ambition and aspiration 

• PSHE has specific units around 
individual liberty such as ‘Good to be 
Me’ link to assemblies and discussions 

• Children encouraged to take 
opportunities to follow their interests 
in art, music, sport a range of clubs and 
curriculum enrichment, talent shows 
e.g. residential, poetry competitions,  

• Children taught to keep themselves 
safe including on-line (computing, 
assemblies, outside agencies e.g. 
NSPCC, Barnados and PSHE)  

• Teaching/Assembly: Role models, 
careers, aspirations  

• Community commitment planting 
5000 bulbs with the Mayor, keeping 
our environment tidy, caring for 
wildlife 

 

Useful websites: 
 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources
/childrens-rights 
http://www.unicef.org.uk/Education/Resources
-Overview/Resources/ 
 

 
Children 
understand the 
importance of 
accepting 
responsibility and 
their right to be 
heard in school. 
 
Children 

demonstrate 

independence of 

thought and action. 

Contributing to the 

positive nature of 

our local 

environment 

developing a pride 

in the community 

in which they live 

 

 
How do we 
promote the 
value of mutual 
respect in lessons 
and wider school 
life? 

 

• Children learn that their behaviour has 
an effect on their own rights and those 
of others.    

• Differences between people such as 
faith, ethnicity, disability, gender or 
sexuality and differences of family 
situations are discussed through PSHE 

•  Near neighbours/Respect for fallen 
through/ Remembrance Day 

• Celebration of diversity of our school 
community and country. Celebration 
of language of experiences and beliefs 

• Parental Ambassadors welcoming new 
arrival families and promoting 
community cohesion and access to 
every life.  

• Welfare officer ensuring individuals 
rights and needs are met and barriers 

 
Children 
demonstrate 
respect for 
themselves and 
others in their 
general conduct 
and care for one 
another. 
 
Pupils are able to 

explain how they 

show respect to 

others and how 

they feel about it 

for themselves. 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/childrens-rights
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/childrens-rights
http://www.unicef.org.uk/Education/Resources-Overview/Resources/
http://www.unicef.org.uk/Education/Resources-Overview/Resources/
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are supported to improve outcomes 
for all. 

• School linking with a rural school in 
Shropshire with a different 
demographic to enrich experiences for 
both school communities. 

• Charity action by schools. Food bank 
each half term, children in need etc 

• Visit local libraries, places of worship, 
parks and places of interest and 
promote a sense of belonging to your 
local community. 

 
 
 
 
Useful websites: 
 
http://www.schoolslinkingnetwork.org.uk/res
ources-area/ 
http://www.gogivers.org/ 
http://www.preventforschools.org/ 
 

Awareness of 

different 

communities and 

different life styles 

individuals have. 

Increased 

knowledge of their 

local community 

and the people 

who make it up 

 
How do we 
promote the 
value of 
tolerance of 
different faiths & 
beliefs in lessons 
and wider school 
life? 

• RE Curriculum 

• Visits to and from different faith 
groups/ places of worship 

• Focus weeks to learn about life & 
cultures of other countries e.g. 
Olympics, Football Word Cup 

• Value the diverse ethnic/religious 
backgrounds of all our pupils and 
families and undertake a variety of 
events and lessons to celebrate these 

• Different faith leaders deliver 
assemblies and also different faith 
leaders delivering shared messages 
together. Attendance each year at the 
city Diversity celebration.   
 

 
Children are able to 
articulate why 
respect and 
tolerance are 
important 
 
Children are able to 
talk about the 
different faiths and 
cultures they learn 
about, ask 
questions and 
show tolerance and 
respect for others 
of different faiths 
and religions. 

 

 
How do we 
challenge 
opinions or 
behaviours that 
are contrary to 
fundamental 
British values? 

 

• We will actively challenge pupils, staff 
or parents expressing opinions or 
behaviours that are contrary to 
fundamental British values, including 
‘extremist views’. 

• Prevent/ Extremism written into the 
school’s safeguarding policy. All staff 
are aware of the Prevent agenda and 
their responsibility to uphold it.  

• Staff/ governor training around British 
Values 

• Staff/ governor training around 
Prevent 

• Positive relationships with all faith 
centres and Governor involvement in 

 
All staff have a 
commitment to 
ensure the school 
community 
promotes and 
shares the value of 
respect, 
understanding and 
tolerance to ensure 
that all individuals 
feel valued and 
respected within 
the community in 
which they live. 

 

http://www.schoolslinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources-area/
http://www.schoolslinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources-area/
http://www.gogivers.org/
http://www.preventforschools.org/


 

 

strengthening cross faith links in our 
local community 

 
 
 

 

Book list to incorporate British Values into literacy:  

 


