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Curriculum Newsletter 
 

Merridale Primary School 
Year 6 

Autumn 2019 

 
To help you support your child with their learning, each year group will produce a curriculum 
newsletter at the start of each term. This will advise you what your child will be learning about 
in class in each area of the curriculum. 

Should you have any questions, or would like some ideas as to how best to support your child, 
please speak to their class teacher. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday 16th September: After school clubs 
start this week.  
Friday 20th September: Milk money for the 
Autumn term to be paid by today (£13.50)  
Monday 23rd September: Year 6 parents’ 
meeting 
Friday 27th September 1.45pm: Merridale 
Marathon (parents carers and families invited 
to attend)  
Friday 4th October: Food Bank Friday 
collection  
Wednesday 9th October 3.30-8pm: Meet the 
Teacher (whole school)  
Friday 25th October: Diwali celebration day in 
school  
Friday 25th October 3.15pm: School closes for 
half term  
Monday 28th October—Friday 1st November: 
Half term (school closed)  
Monday 4th November: School re-opens after 
half term  
Friday 8th November: INSET Day—school 
closed to pupils  
WB 11th November: Anti-Bullying/E-safety 
week  
Thursday 14th November 9.15am: Year 4 
class assembly. Parents, carers and family 
invited to attend.  
Monday 18th—Thursday 21st November 
3.15- 4pm: Book Fair in school  
Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th December 
2pm: Reception, Year 1 &2 Christmas Play 
performance for parents, carers and family.  
Friday 13th December 2pm: Christmas 
Enterprise Sale for parents, carers and family  
Friday 20th December 3.15pm: School closes 
for Christmas holidays  
Monday 6th January: INSET Day—school 
closed to pupils  
Tuesday 7th January: School re-opens to 
pupils for the spring term 

 

Curriculum 
Area 

Focus 

Literacy  Establishing positive reading habits; encouraging children to read as often and 
as widely as possible. 

 Examining the meaning and effect of vocabulary. 
 Being able to summarise texts that have been read independently. 
 Developing slow writing – making sure that each sentence does something and 

has an effect on the reader. 
 Using a wide range of vocabulary for impact. 
 Using subordinating and co-ordinating conjunctions. 
 Using figurative language. 
 Writing using an appropriate degree of formality. 
 Spelling words on the year 5/6 spelling lists.  

Key Texts: Danny the Champion of the World by Roald Dahl 
               Room 13 by Robert Swindells 
 

Numeracy  Developing confidence using all written methods for all four operations, including 
long multiplication and long division. 

 Being able to order, compare and round numbers up to 10,000,000. 
 Use negative numbers in context. 
 To compare and order fractions and mixed numbers. 
 To add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers with different denominators. 
 Ensure that times tables up to 12 x 12 are known by heart. 
 Applying knowledge to a range of problem solving and reasoning questions.  

Discover   BRIGHT SPARKS. This unit has a science focus looking at light and electricity, 
including the following: 

 How we see things. 
 How light travels. 
 Using circuit symbols. 
 Changing and investigating circuits. 

 HEALTHY LIVING 
 The circulatory system and how blood move around the body. 
 Healthy eating. 

 THE FIRST WORLD WAR. This unit has a history focus including the following: 
 Key events of WW1 
 The geography of WW1 
 What it was like fighting the First World War 
 WW1 poetry 
 The impact of WW1 on our local area 

PE  Dance 
 Hockey 

RE  What will make Wolverhampton a better place? 

PSHE  E-safety 
 Anti-bullying 
 Health and Well being 

 



 

   

Merridale Primary School Curriculum Newsletter  Year 6 Autumn 2019 

   
 

 

Suggested activities for support: 

 Visit your local library and select a range of stories and poetry to read together 
and independently. Older children could read to a younger family member. 

 Share books together and discuss vocabulary. 
 Ask your child to explain what is happening in the book they are reading. 
 Keep track of your child’s reading: Are they finishing books? Are they reading 

age-appropriate books? What do they like reading? Are they understanding 
what they are reading? 

 Know their multiplication tables off by heart (and be able to recall rapidly).  
 Pose and discuss real-life problems e.g. shopping, ingredients for cooking, TV 

timetables. 
 Using the internet at home to find information, check and send e-mail. 

 
 

PE: 

Year 6 pupils have PE once a week (on Thursdays) but we encourage pupils to keep 
their kit at school throughout the week and take it home at weekends to be washed. 
Children need to ensure that long hair is tied back and all jewellery (e.g. stud earring, 
watches or bangles) are removed or covered for PE lessons for safety. If your child 
needs to cover any items, please send a sweat band or plasters into school for this.  

Handy hints for Study: 

1. Try to choose somewhere quiet to work and also a time when your child is not 
too tired.  

2. It’s better to have lots of short sessions rather than one long one.  
3. Vary the activities including writing, artwork, discussion and reading. 
4. Give lots of praise and encouragement. 
5. Try to make the sessions fun.  

 

Year 6 SATS: 

 
Year 6 SATs will take place week beginning 13th May 2019. Children will sit tests in 
English (reading and grammar punctuation and spelling) and Maths (arithmetic and 
reasoning). Throughout the year we will be working hard to prepare your child fully for 
these assessments. If you have any questions regards the year 6 SATS please come in 
and speak to us about them.  

 

We hope this will be useful to you in supporting your child and finding out more about 
what they are doing at school over the Autumn term. If you have any questions please 
do not hesitate to contact the school.  

 

 

Homework: 

 Read for at least 20 

minutes a day, five days 

per week to meet our 

reading challenge and 

receive a sticker on your 

class chart. Children who 

read for seven days, will 

receive an extra sticker! 

 Spellings will be given 

out on Thursdays and 

tested the following Friday. 

We will do a spelling focus 

lesson on Monday. 

 MyMaths and 

Timestables Rockstars will 

be used throughout the 

year to support learning in 

class.  

As we prepare your child for 

SATs and their transition to 

secondary school, we may 

give out additional 

homework. 

 

 

 


