
 

Children who arrive at school on time and attend every 
day (that they are able to) achieve and learn more.  

What is good attendance? 
A child whose attendance is around 90%, means, on average, that they 
miss around half a day of lessons each week, or a day every two weeks. 
Over 5 years, this means they will miss the equivalent of half a school 
year! 
 
At Merridale, we aim for every child’s attendance to be at least 96% to 
ensure they can take advantage of all of the learning and fun that  
Merridale has to offer! 
 
Clearly, there are times when children are not well enough to be at 
school. Parents and carers MUST contact the school office on the first 
day of absence if this is the case.  
 

At Merridale, we monitor each child’s attendance and punctuality closely 
and send an attendance report to parents and carers each half term. If a 
child’s attendance falls below 95%, it is also monitored by our Education 
Welfare Office, Sheryl Davis and you might have a home visit from her or 
be invited into school for a meeting to discuss how we can support you 
to improve your child’s attendance.  
 
We also offer rewards for children’s attendance, including: 
 Weekly and termly attendance reward for the class with the highest 

attendance.  
 Termly and yearly certificates for pupils with 100% attendance 
 
If you want to discuss your child’s attendance or punctuality, please  
contact the school office to make an appointment.  

Punctuality matters too… 
It is important to start the day on time – learning begins as soon as the 
children enter the classroom in the morning. A child who is 10 minutes 
late every day for a school year will miss 33 hours of learning -that’s over 
6 days of school! Children can come into school between 8.40am and 
8.50am each day. After 8.50am, children are classed as late to school.  


