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The Governors and staff of Merridale Primary school believe that homework is an important 
aspect of a child’s education. We believe it encourages children to realise that learning can 
take place outside the classroom as well as promoting independent learning, thus, 
encouraging the child to take responsibility for their personal progress. Homework allows 
parents, carers and the school, to work in partnership for the benefit of their child.  
 
The policy details the types of tasks that teachers will set for pupils each week.  
 
While most parents do appreciate the value and importance of homework, a few feel that 
we do not set enough whilst others feel there is too much! The amount and type of 
homework we set is at a level which we believe to be reasonable and manageable to support 
children’s learning and development outside of school.  
 

 
Aims  
Home learning tasks are set by staff throughout the school. To be most effective, 
parents, carers, staff and the children need to understand its purpose.  

o It reinforces skills which have been taught in school and gives children the 
opportunity to practice what they have learnt;  

o It encourages self-discipline as the children take responsibility for their learning;  

o It promotes independent learning; 

o It provides teachers with the opportunity to support and extend children 
through meaningful activities;  

o It sets standards for life and children become accustomed to working at home, 
preparing them for secondary school and futures employment; 

o It encourages children to share their learning with parents and carers;  

o It encourages parents and carers to become involved with their children’s 
learning  

 
We value and encourage the support of parents, carers and family members and we 
believe that this policy will be most successful if there is a strong partnership between 
home and school. We recognise that all children need leisure time and hope that our 
policy reflects a balance so children can extend and consolidate their learning with 
parental support while still allowing free time to play and explore the world in other fun 
ways.  

 
 
 
 
 



Our Reading Challenge – We are a READING SCHOOL 
The most important home learning activity that we ask all children and families to complete 
is our reading challenge. Evidence from research shows that children who read daily are 
more successful learners, leading to increased confidence and enjoyment of reading.  
 
The role of parents and carers is central to their child’s success with this challenge. Older 
children may enjoy reading independently each day, however, younger children will require 
an adult to read with/to them in order to meet their target.   
 
Parents and carers are asked to provide a quiet space for their child to read at least 5 days 
per week at home and sign their reading record to confirm that they have read for at least 
20 minutes.  
 
Children may read their school reading book or library book. They may also read any other 
book that they might choose. All of these should be noted down in their reading record and 
signed by a parent/carer.  
 
At the end of each week, every child who has read for at least 5 days (if not more) will 
receive a sticker for their class reading chart. The children with the most stickers at the end 
of each half term in each class will receive a small reward.  

  
We encourage all children to read for pleasure and develop a love of books and reading. We 
ask parents, carers and families to model this and encourage children to read as much as 
possible by acting as reading role models in the home. We encourage parents and carers to 
discuss their child’s reading with them and ask questions to ensure that children are 
understanding what they have read as well as reading accurately.  
 
Homework Schedules  
Homework is given on a regular basis across the school following the schedule below. From 
time to time, other homework tasks may be set by staff in response to activities in school 
e.g. an educational visit or particular topic or test.  
 

Nursery  Reading Challenge –reading with an adult 10-20 minutes per day, at least 5 days 
per week 

 Newsletter each week including “proud cloud”, sound of the week and number 
of the week activities 

Reception  Reading Challenge –reading with an adult 10-20 minutes per day, at least 5 days 
per week 

 Newsletter each week including “proud cloud” and activities to complete at 
home linked to learning at school 

 Sight vocabulary words to practise reading at home 

 Sounds practise moving onto spellings to practise for some children when they 
are ready for this 

Year 1  Reading Challenge –reading to/with an adult 20 minutes per day, at least 5 days 
per week 

 Spellings to learn each week 

 MyMaths online activities (www.mymaths.co.uk) 

 Spelling Shed online activities (https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login)  

 Discover Learning Logs (available on our website for each topic: 
www.merridaleprimary.co.uk/curriculum-by-class) 

Year 2  Reading Challenge –reading to/with an adult 20 minutes per day, at least 5 days 
per week 

 Spellings to learn each week 

 MyMaths online activities (www.mymaths.co.uk) 

 TimesTable Rockstars activities (www.ttrockstars.com) 

 Spelling Shed online activities (https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login)  

 Discover Learning Logs (available on our website for each topic: 
www.merridaleprimary.co.uk/curriculum-by-class) 

https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login
http://www.ttrockstars.com/
https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login
http://www.merridaleprimary.co.uk/curriculum-by-class


Year 3  Reading Challenge –reading to/with an adult 20 minutes per day, at least 5 days 
per week 

 Spellings to learn each week 

 MyMaths online activities (www.mymaths.co.uk) 

 TimesTable Rockstars activities (www.ttrockstars.com) 

 Spelling Shed online activities (https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login)  

 Discover Learning Logs (available on our website for each topic: 
www.merridaleprimary.co.uk/curriculum-by-class) 

Year 4  Reading Challenge –reading to/with an adult 20 minutes per day, at least 5 days 
per week 

 Spellings to learn each week 

 MyMaths online activities (www.mymaths.co.uk) 

 TimesTable Rockstars activities (www.ttrockstars.com) 

 Spelling Shed online activities (https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login)  

 Discover Learning Logs (available on our website for each topic: 
www.merridaleprimary.co.uk/curriculum-by-class) 

Year 5  Reading Challenge –reading to/with an adult 20 minutes per day, at least 5 days 
per week 

 Spellings to learn each week 

 MyMaths online activities (www.mymaths.co.uk) 

 TimesTable Rockstars activities (www.ttrockstars.com) 

 Spelling Shed online activities (https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login)  

 Discover Learning Logs (available on our website for each topic: 
www.merridaleprimary.co.uk/curriculum-by-class) 

Year 6  Reading Challenge –reading to/with an adult 20 minutes per day, at least 5 days 
per week 

 Spellings to learn each week 

 MyMaths online activities (www.mymaths.co.uk) 

 TimesTable Rockstars activities (www.ttrockstars.com) 

 Spelling Shed online activities (https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login)  

 Discover Learning Logs (available on our website for each topic: 
www.merridaleprimary.co.uk/curriculum-by-class) 

 
All pupils from Year 1 to 6 are issued with personal log ons for Spelling Shed, mymaths and 
TTRockstars. If parents/carers require any assistance with this, they are asked to contact 
their child’s class teacher.  
 
As well as the tasks detailed above, we also provide a wide variety of other useful links to 
useful educational sites on our website:  
www.merridaleprimary.co.uk/useful-links  
Here, children will be able to explore a range of educational, enjoyable activities that will 
support their learning across the curriculum.  
 
Occasionally, supplementary homework tasks will be set where teachers decide it is 
appropriate and will support learning across the curriculum.  

http://www.ttrockstars.com/
https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login
http://www.ttrockstars.com/
https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login
http://www.ttrockstars.com/
https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login
http://www.ttrockstars.com/
https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login

