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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
COVID safety measures at Merridale Primary School September 2021 
As we return to school for the new school year,  we wanted to explain to families and students 
the COVID safety measures that we will continue to follow at school, despite the lifting of 
restrictions in July. We have listened to the  concerns of our school community and have taken 
the decision that this will be the safest option until we know how returning to school affects the 
spread of the virus.  As you may be aware, COVID rates in Wolverhampton city are currently the 
27th highest in England. The expectation is that, once schools re-open, infection rates and 
hospitalisations in the region will continue to rise. It is paramount that we put the health, safety 
and well-being of our pupils, staff and school community first to minimise the spread of the 
virus as much as possible.  
 
As of  the 16th August 2021, close contacts of positive COVID cases who are fully vaccinated (at 
least two weeks since second vaccination) or under 18 do not need to isolate. Those who are 
known to be close contacts will be asked to arrange a PCR test as soon as possible. This will 
mean we will no longer send home whole classes to isolate after contact with a positive case. 
However, if we receive several positive cases within school during a short period, Public Health 
England may ask us to impose stricter restrictions to slow the spread of the virus.  
 
We will be continuing with the same safety measures that were in place during the Summer 
term throughout September. At the end of September, we will review our risk assessment and 
decide how to proceed for the rest of the Autumn term. A summary of our measures are below. 
 
For September 2021 initially – these measures will be reviewed at the end of September: 

• Classes will continue to be kept in “bubbles”. These groups will have very limited 
interaction with each other within the school building. This will mean that we will not be 
holding in-person assemblies, after school clubs, large public events or gatherings at the 
start of the Autumn term.  

• We will be restricting visitors to the school building. All visitors will be asked to sign in.  

• Staff and visitors will be encouraged to wear face coverings when moving around the 
school building (when not teaching). 



 
Safety measures that will continue from September and beyond: 

• Any children or staff showing any of the three main symptoms of COVID (new, 
continuous cough, high temperature or loss/change of sense of taste or smell) must not 
come to school. If children show symptoms whilst at school, they will be taken to an 
isolation room until they can be collected by an adult. Anyone with symptoms must 
isolate and arrange a PCR test immediately (even if they are fully vaccinated or under 
18). Anyone with a positive PCR test result must isolate for at least ten days. Anyone 
receiving a positive Lateral Flow test result must isolate and arrange a PCR test to 
confirm the result within 2 days.  

• Anyone can book a FREE PCR test here: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test    or by 
ringing 119. The sooner you book and take your test, the sooner you will receive your 
results.  

• If any pupil or member of your household has COVID symptoms or tests positive, we ask 
parents and carers to notify school immediately.  

• Enhanced cleaning of high-touch areas in school.  

• Regular hand washing and hand sanitising for pupils, staff and visitors.  

• Children will be taught and encouraged to use good respiratory hygiene methods (Catch 
it, kill it, bin it).  

• Children will still come into school in their PE kit on their PE day. 

• One-way system at the end of the school day through the car park gate (3.10-3.20pm). 
Please support us with this.  

 
As ever, if you have any queries or questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the 
school office.  
 
Yours Sincerely,  

 
Mr S lane  
Headteacher 
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