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Welcome back to the second half of the Autumn
term. We have been so busy so far this term and
we are now looking forward to many celebrations
and special events as we move towards Christmas.

Jewellery Policy
The only items that are considered appropriate for
school, for health and safety reasons, are one pair
of small stud or sleeper earrings and watches.

Retirement
As you know, Mr Lane will be retiring as
headteacher at the end of this term. His last day in
school will be Friday 17th December.

The school does not approve of other jewellery or
cosmetics unless for cultural reasons. Any items
that are worn must be removed or covered with a
sweat band/plaster (to be provided from home) for
PE and all items are the responsibility of the pupil.
Please note that staff are not allowed to remove or
look after jewellery for children.

Governors will be recruiting and appointing a new
headteacher during the Spring term 2022. Mrs
Towle will be Acting Headteacher until a new
Headteacher takes up their position in September
2022.
Road safety
We continue to see unsafe and illegal behaviour
outside school on a daily basis from Parents and
Carers who bring children to school by car, for
example, parking on the zig zag lines by the zebra
crossing, parking on single yellow lines, causing
obstructions to entrances and driveways, turning
around in the middle of traffic and parking on the
school car park. Please consider the safety of our
children and families when using your car to come
to school.
To promote Road safety, children are invited to
design a Road Safety poster. The closing date for
this competition is Friday 12th November.
Diwali Celebration Day
Merridale will be celebrating Diwali on Friday 5th
November. Children will enjoy a range of fun
activities and are invited to wear celebration
clothes on this day if they wish.

Yoga
Last half term, Year 1 and 2 have been enjoying
some yoga sessions at school. Yoga really helps
children to feel calm, relaxed and centred. This half
term, Years 3 and 4 will be having some weekly
yoga sessions.
Here you can see Year 1 practising their tree poses:

Long hair must be tied back for PE lessons.
Christmas
In December each year, our Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2 children put on special Christmas play
performances for parents, carers and families. Due
to the number of COVID cases in our local area
currently, we have taken the decision to cancel
these this year as we don’t think it will be safe to
have so many families from different classes mixing
together in our hall for these. We will also not be
holding our annual Christmas Enterprise events or
Cinema visit to limit contact.
Instead, we would like to invite one Parent/Carer
from each family to take part in some special
Christmas workshops at school on the dates below.
Children and parents/carers will work together on
some Christmas crafts during the session in our
school hall. We will send an online form in the next
few weeks so that parents/carers can book their
place. Please save the date for now.
Reception Christmas Workshop: Tuesday 7th
December 2pm-3pm
Year 2 Christmas Workshop: Wednesday 8th
December 2pm-3pm
Year 1 Christmas Workshop: Thursday 9th
December 2pm-3pm
School Christmas Dinner
We will be having our school Christmas Dinner on
Friday 10th December. If your child does not
normally have a school meal, please place your
order with the office no later than 26th November.
School meals are charged at £2.30 for Years
3/4/5/6 children and are FREE for all Reception,
Year 1 and 2 children under Universal Infant Free
School Meals.
SimsPay is preferred for all school meals payments.
If you need support setting up your SimsPay
account, please contact the school office.
To make the meal festive, we are inviting children
to wear their Christmas jumpers on this day if they
wish.
Online Learning
If your child is isolating due to having COVID
symptoms or has tested positive (and they are well
enough) class teachers will set home learning via
Seesaw. Please contact school if your child requires
this.
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Book Fair
Our Travelling Books Book Fair will be in school
during the week beginning 15th November. To aid
with social distancing, we have given classes a
specific day to visit the Book Fair which will be held
after school on the school hall—3.20-4pm.
Monday 15th November: Nursery and Reception
Tuesday 16th November: Years 1 and 2
Wednesday 17th November: Years 3 and 4
Thursday 18th November: Years 5 and 6

Year 3 Kingswood Visit
On 22nd September, our Year 3 class visited
Kingswood for a Gardening Day. The children
enjoyed completing a compost trail, making paper
plant pots and learning about plants and seeds.

If you have children in more than one year group,
please choose ONE date to visit for all children.
Food Bank Friday
On Friday 17th September, we held our first Food
Bank Friday collection for the year. As you know,
we hold one collection each term and all donations
are given to The Well Foodbank in Wolverhampton.
Thank you to all of our families who continue to
support the work of this charity who volunteer
their time to support vulnerable families in our city.

Books4Home

We recently took delivery of our first delivery of
free books from The Rotary Club of
Wolverhampton. The Books4Home project means
that we receive good quality, used books that we
can give to children and families to support and
encourage reading for pleasure.
Healthy Living Week 2021
In September, we held our Healthy Living Week.
During the week, children learned about healthy
lifestyles and nutrition. The week ended with our
Fun and Fitness event and Merridale Marathon
which children and staff always enjoy immensely.
Below you can see a member of our Nursery class
who completed ten laps to achieve her certificate!

Year 2 Author visit at WGS
On 27th September, a group of Year 2 children
were invited to Wolverhampton Grammar School
to meet children’s author, Megan Rix. The children
got a chance to ask Megan some questions, hear all
about her new book and even meet her two
hearing dogs, Freya and Ellie.

Communications
Please make sure school has up-to-date, working
contact numbers for parents, carers and emergency
contacts. The “Priority 1” contact identified will
receive text messages and communications from
school. If you wish to change the adult who
received these, please let the office know.
All letters are available on our website—we text a
link to parents whenever a new letter is posted.
www.merridaleprimary.co.uk/letters
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Tiny Forest
I am sure all Merridale families have visited the Tiny
Forest across the road from school. We are really
pleased and proud to be working with Earthwatch
to learn about its development and growth over
the next few years. On the 30th September, our
Year 4 and 5 classes enjoyed a Tiny Forest Science
workshop guided by the Tiny Forest team, the
children helped collect data about the plants
growing in the Tiny Forest, using different pieces of
scientific equipment. They also compared the
weather at different places in and around the Tiny
Forest using a weather monitoring machine.

Forest School and Outdoor Learning
Last half term, Years 3 and 4 enjoyed taking part in
weekly Forest School sessions in our Forest School
area, led by a specialist teacher. The children loved
all of the activities and getting closer to nature. At
Merridale, we have a strong connection to the
outdoors and enjoy learning outside as much as
possible. We appreciate Parents and Carers who
support us in this by sending in wellies and
waterproofs for children to wear when the weather
isn’t so kind.

Year 3 have been on a nature hunt and made a
potion with what they found, they have pressed
some flowers, they have made a clay pot for some
runner beans and they even made a little island out
of natural materials they collected. Year 3 have
really enjoyed this project. They finished off with a
campfire which was so much fun as they toasted
marshmallows and ate them!

Year 3 Squirrel Computing day
On Wednesday 6th October, Year 3 enjoyed a
special Computing day through a company called
“Squirrel”. The children used Scratch Junior and
Purplemash and learned how to program a
character to move by giving it instructions to move
at different speeds and move only if they clicked on
them. They also added a background and speech
bubbles to their work.

Year 4 have really enjoyed their outdoor learning
sessions this half term. They have been developing
a wide range of skills, from building shelters to
exploring and identifying the variety of plants in our
school. Year 4 ended their outdoor learning with
building an exciting camp fire and toasting
marshmallows.
Year 5 and 6 will also be taking part in some
outdoor learning sessions this half term on 10th
and 24th November and the 1st December. Please
make sure children have wellies and waterproof
coats on these days so they can get the most from
these sessions.
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Year 4 Cooking Sessions with The Royal Academy
of Culinary Arts
On Friday 15th October, Year 4 enjoyed a fun,
practical cooking session with our visiting chef. Year
4 looked at the different tastes and how our
tongues work to identify them. We sampled a
variety of foods to decide if they were salty, sweet,
sour, umami or bitter.

Meet the Teacher
This half term, all Parents and Carers were invited
to attend a Meet the Teacher session with class
teachers to discuss how children have settled into
the new school year. We were pleased, as ever,
that attendance at these sessions is very good with
81% of Parents and Carers taking the opportunity
to talk about their child with their new class
teacher.
However, we still have a small number of Parents
and Carers who make appointments but do not
attend. Please can we ask that, if you have an appointment at school and are unable to make it, we
ask that you telephone or e-mail to let staff know.
If you have not had an opportunity to talk to your
child’s teacher so far this term, we ask you to get in
touch to arrange a convenient time for this.

Mini Medics First Aid
On 5th October, some of our children and arents/
Carers took part in a session where they learned
basic first aid and life saving skills through Adult
Education.

Meet Milo
This half term, some children have enjoyed
spending time with our new visitor—Milo the
therapy dog. Milo comes into school once a week
and children are invited to read to him and spend
some time getting to know him. We absolutely love
having Milo in school and really appreciate his
owner volunteering to bring him to us each week.

School Nurse Drop In sessions
Our School Nurse, Reeta Chaudhry, will be in school
every Thursday morning 8.30am-10am. Parents and
carers are invited to call in (in complete confidence)
to talk about any medical questions or concerns
you have about your child. You do not need an
appointment.

How to Train your Little Dragon
We will be starting our FREE course for parents and
carers on Wednesday 3rd November 1.45-3pm at
Merridale. Adult Education Service will be running
this course each week so that parents and carers
can understand challenging behaviour and improve
communication with their child.
All are welcome, please come along for the first
session to find out more.
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Year 5 Bulb Planting at Bantock Park with The
Rotary Club of Wolverhampton
On Friday 22nd October, Year 5 were invited to
Bantock Park to plant crocuses as part of the
Rotary’s campaign to end polio as well as scattering
wildflower seeds as part of the “Billion seeds
challenge”. The children enjoyed helping their local,
natural environment and also got the chance to
meet the Mayor of Wolverhampton, Councillor
Greg Brackenridge, at the event.

Sickness
Please note that any child with sickness or
diarrhoea must be clear for at least 48 hours before
returning back to school – Many thanks for your
co-operation.
Tuition
If your child (Years 1-6) has taken part in after
school tuition this term, please note that there will
be no sessions at the end of term, from the week
beginning 6th December.
Anti-Bullying and E-Safety
Week beginning 15th November will be
Anti-Bullying and E-Safety week at Merridale,
culminating in our Odd Socks day on Friday 19th
November where children will be invited to wear
their boldest, brightest odd socks to school. Odd
Socks Day is designed to be fun! It’s an opportunity
to encourage people to express themselves and
celebrate their individuality and what makes us all
unique!

WOW Walk to School
We continue our Walk to School challenge this half
term. Children who walk to school at least once per
week are awarded a special badge at the end of
each month. Walking to school helps us to keep
active and healthy whilst also reducing traffic
around our school at busy times of the day.

Find out more here:
What is Odd Socks Day? (antibullyingalliance.org.uk)

Attendance
Missing school means missing out. We aim for all
children to attend school, on time, every day that
they are able to. We know that attendance and
punctuality has a direct impact on children’s learning and well-being. Children who are regularly absent or late to school do not achieve their potential
and fall behind in class.
It is the legal responsibility of parents and carers to
ensure that their child/ren attend school.
If your child is unable to come to school, we ask
parents/carers to contact school before 9.00 a.m.
to confirm the reason for the absence.

Merridale Kindness Day
We know how kind and caring our school
community is so we want to share the kindness on
Friday 12th November. We will be holding a special
“Merridale Kindness Day” in recognition of World
Kindness day which is held on the 13th November.
We will be finding even more ways to spread
kindness through small acts. Find out more here:
Kindness UK | World Kindness Day/Kindness Day
UK/UK Kindness Day
On this day we will also be doing some fundraising
for Children in Need (which is held on 13th
November this year). We will let you know what
the School Council will be doing in advance. Please
support us is showing kindness to the children this
charity supports.

If your child has a medical appointment, please
provide evidence of this to the school office.
For further information on attendance, see here:

Attendance | Merridale Primary
Attendance Figures | Merridale Primary
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Term Dates
Tuesday 2nd November: Year 3 and 4 Yoga sessions commence
Thursday 4th November: NO School Nurse drop-in session today
Friday 5th November: Diwali celebration day in school. Children are invited to wear celebration clothing if
they wish
Wednesday 10th November: Year 5 and 6 Outdoor learning session
Thursday 11th November 8.30am-10am: School Nurse Drop-in session for parents and carers.
No appointment needed
Friday 12th November: Second payment date for Year 6 Borth residential. £30 due by today—SimsPay is
preferred
Friday 12th November: Merridale Kindness Day
Friday 12th November: Closing Date for Road Safety poster competition entries
Friday 12th November: Children in Need fundraising in school (further details to follow).
Monday 15th – Thursday 18th November 3.20-4pm: Book Fair in school - please only attend on ONE day, see
below:
Monday 15th November: Nursery and Reception
Tuesday 16th November: Years 1 and 2
Wednesday 17th November: Years 3 and 4
Thursday 18th November: Years 5 and 6
WB 15th November: Anti-Bullying/E-Safety week
Wednesday 17th November: Year 5 and 6 author visit at The Grand Theatre
Thursday 18th November: Year 6 Squirrel Computing Day
Friday 19th November: Year 5 Squirrel Computing Day
Friday 19th November: Odd Socks for Anti-Bullying Day
Wednesday 24th November: Year 5 and 6 Outdoor learning session
Friday 26th November: Please order School Christmas Dinner by today if your child does not normally have a
school meal.
Wednesday 1st December: Year 5 and 6 Outdoor learning session
Wednesday 1st December: Flu Immunisations
Week Beginning 6th December: No after school tuition sessions from this week.
Wednesday 8th December: Year 3 Kingswood Stone Age Day Visit—further details to follow
Christmas Workshop dates—please book your place via the online form (link will be texted to priority 1
contacts):
Reception Christmas Workshop: Tuesday 7th December 2pm-3pm
Year 2 Christmas Workshop: Wednesday 8th December 2pm-3pm
Year 1 Christmas Workshop: Thursday 9th December 2pm-3pm
Friday 17th December 3.20pm: School closes for the Christmas Holidays
Tuesday 4th January: INSET Day – school closed to pupils
Wednesday 5th January: School re-opens to pupils for the Spring term
Friday 21st January: Third payment date for Year 6 Borth residential. £30 due by today—SimsPay is preferred
Friday 26th January: £14.00 milk money for Spring term to be paid by today if you pay for milk for your child.
SimsPay is preferred.
Friday 28th January: Year 4 Cooking session 2 with Royal Academy of Culinary Arts
Wednesday 9th February: Parent Consultations 3.30-8pm—further details to follow
Friday 11th February: Food Bank Friday collection
Monday 21st-Friday 25th February: Half term. School closed
Wednesday 9th March: Year 3 Wroxeter Visit—further details to follow
Friday 18th March: Fourth and FINAL payment date for Year 6 Borth residential. £30 due by today—SimsPay is
preferred
Friday 18th March: Red Nose Day—Comic Relief
Tuesday 5th April: year 4 visit to Carding Mill Valley —further details to follow
Monday 11th April—Friday 22nd April: School closed for Easter holidays
Monday 2nd May: Bank Holiday—school closed
Friday 6th May: Eid Celebration Day
Monday 9th May-Thursday 12th May: Year 6 SATs week
Wednesday 25th May: School Photographs
Monday 30th May—Friday 3rd June: Half term. School closed
Friday 10th June: Food Bank Friday collection
Wednesday 22nd—Friday 24th June: Year 6 Borth residential
Wednesday 20th July 3.20pm: School closes to pupils for the Summer holidays
Thursday 21st July: INSET Day—school closed to pupils
Monday 5th September: INSET Day—school closed to pupils
Tuesday 6th September: School re-opens to pupils for the Autumn term
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Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms or a positive LFT or PCR test result

MUST NOT ATTEND SCHOOL.
Arrange a test and notify school IMMEDIATELY!
Telephone 01902 558760 or
E-mail: office@merridaleprimary.co.uk

We expect ALL children at Merridale to read (or enjoy a book with someone
else) for AT LEAST 20 minutes at least five times a week!
Evidence from research shows that children who read daily are more
successful learners, leading to increased confidence and enjoyment of reading.
The role of parents and carers is central to your child’s success with this
challenge. Older children may enjoy reading independently each day, however,
younger children will require an adult to read with/to them in order to meet
their target.
Please ensure that you provide a quiet space for your child to read at least 5
days per week at home and sign their reading record to confirm that they have
read for at least 20 minutes.
Children may read their school reading book or library book. They may also read
any other book that they might choose. All of these should be noted down in
their reading record and signed by a parent/carer. Just note the date, book title
and how many pages have been read and sign in the comments box. If you also
wish to write a short comment on your child’s reading, that would be great!
At the end of each week, every child who has read for at least 5 days (if not
more) will receive a sticker for their class reading
chart. The children with the most stickers at the
end of each half term in each class will receive a
small reward.

Safe and Legal Parking outside
Merridale Primary School
PLEASE KEEP OUR CHILDREN SAFE
The overriding reason for this guidance is to keep our children safe outside our school gates
and to respect our neighbours whilst also making sure parents and carers do not break the law.
Drivers, parents and carers who break the law can be issued with a penalty charge notice
(fine).
We know that the school run can be a stressful time. The last thing we want to do is make it
harder, but it's really important for everyone's safety that you observe the rules and park safely.
That's why it's a good idea, if you drive your children to school, to get here early and look for
somewhere safe and legal to park.
Can I park on double and single yellow lines?
No. Please do not park on any yellow lines. Cars parked there can obstruct lines of sight for
pedestrians who want to cross the road. Any car left unattended on a single or double yellow
line for more than a few minutes can be issued with a penalty charge notice. You are only
allowed to stop on double or single yellow lines for a short period of time to allow passengers to
enter or exit the vehicle, providing no obstruction is being caused.
Can I park on school zig-zag or keep clear markings?
No. In the interests of safety, you should never park on those markings. Any vehicle found on
them can be issued with a penalty charge notice. This also applies to Blue Badge Holders.
Can I double park if I remain in my vehicle?
No. This causes an obstruction for other road users and is a danger to pedestrians.
Can I park over drop-down kerbs in front of the houses opposite school?
No. This causes an obstruction and means that our neighbours around school are not able to
get on and off their drives.
Can I park on the school car park?
No, this car park is for staff only. Parking on the school car park causes an obstruction for staff
and is a safety risk for staff, pupils and families who might be crossing the car park on foot.
You must also make sure your child is using the correct child seat, restraint or booster seat
when driving. Children under 135cm tall require a booster seat by law to ensure that they are
safe when travelling in a vehicle.

